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In May of 2006, Groundwater Guardian volunteers (including many MU employees), along with
local pharmacists, and the Marshfield Police Department held the first take-back event in the
state of Wisconsin. During that first collection, 418 pounds of non-controlled substances and 35
pounds of controlled substances (250 line items) were collected.

Our local Groundwater Guardian team’s successes and struggles were featured in the spring
2006 Groundwater Foundation publication, The Aquifer (below).
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In 2007, Marshfield was asked to participate in a
seminar/workshop in Nebraska, sponsored by
the Groundwater Foundation, to gather interest
in a similar program for their state. Marshfield’s
take-back program was highlighted as a model
for other communities to follow.

Also in 2007, Groundwater Guardians held three additional
one-day events, collecting nearly 900 total pounds of meds.
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Due to the increased demand for take-back events and the
volumes collected, the Groundwater Guardian team worked
in corporation with the Marshfield Police Department to
work out the details for a permanent drop-off location.
In February of 2008, this permanent collection site was
housed at the Marshfield Police Department. Now, anyone
wishing to dispose of unwanted meds may now do so during
Marshfield Police Department lobby hours Monday-Friday.
No questions asked!
Several times a year our volunteers, including a licensed
pharmacist, meet at the Police Department and sort through
the meds in order to prepare them for destruction. Sorting
involves recycling paper, plastic and cardboard, then
transferring the meds to DEA(Drug Enforcement
Administration)/DOJ(Department of Justice)
approved containers.
In the early years, Groundwater Guardian
volunteers solicited donations to pay for the
destruction of the meds. Incinerations fees were
$3.00 per pound plus mobilization costs. Then in
September of 2010, the DEA began semi-annual
national collections for participating law
enforcement departments. Therefore, our costs
associated with disposal were eliminated.
Unfortunately, in 2014 the DEA announced it was
discontinuing national collections, but required
law enforcement departments to continue similar
disposal methods. Fortunately for Wisconsin, the
DOJ announced it would resume semi-annual
state-wide collections.
In the summer of 2015, the DEA announced they
would resume semi-annual collections with the
first held in September of 2015. Our local group
had already made arrangements with the DOJ for
their October 2015 collection. I have not heard if
the DOJ will discontinue WI semi-annual
collections, now that the DEA has resumed such
collections.
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Since our last sort and drop off with the DOJ in October of 2015, our group has collected over
8,652 pounds of meds.
Today, pharmaceutical take-back programs (either one-day or permanently housed) are a
common occurrence throughout the nation. In fact, a recent search on the Wisconsin DOJ
website lists 31 permanent take-back locations within 60 miles of Marshfield. Quite impressive
to think we were the first!
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Recent Press Releases:
October 01, 2015
Contact: DEA Public Affairs

DEA’S Prescription Drug Take-Back Effort-- A Big Success
OCT 01 (WASHINGTON) - Thousands of Americans in communities across the country
discarded more than 350 tons of unused, expired, or unwanted drugs as part of the Drug
Enforcement Administration’s (DEA) National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day Initiative
(NTBI) on Saturday, September 26.
This past weekend, more than 3,800 federal, state and local counterparts took in more than
702,365 pounds of unused, expired or unwanted drugs at more than 5,000 collection sites
across the United States. This was the tenth NTBI event since September 2010;
cumulatively, these events have collected 5,525,021 pounds of drugs.
“The numbers are shocking—approximately 46,000 Americans die each year from drugrelated deaths. More than half of those are from heroin and prescription opioids,” said
Acting DEA Administrator Chuck Rosenberg. “With four out of five new heroin users starting
with prescription medications, I know our take-back program makes a real difference.”
The NTBI addresses a crucial public safety and public health issue. According to the 2014
National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 6.5 million Americans abused controlled
prescription drugs. That same study showed that a majority of abused prescription drugs
are obtained from family and friends, including from the home medicine cabinet. The DEA’s
NTBI events are also a significant piece of the White House Office of National Drug Control
Policy’s prescription drug abuse prevention strategy.
In his Weekly Address, President Obama spoke about the importance of preventing and
treating substance use disorders and called on Americans to participate in National
Prescription Drug Take-Back Day.

Wisconsin DOJ
43,000 lbs. of prescription drugs collected during statewide take back –
WKOW.com
October 2015 | In the News
Trucks from around Wisconsin brought boxes of unused prescriptions, collected during
Saturday’s state-wide drug take back event, to a drop off site in Waukesha County on
Monday.http://www.wkow.com/story/30301252/2015/10/19/43-thousand-pounds-ofprescription-drugs-collected-during-statewide-take-back
DOJ agents sift through thousands of pounds of drugs collected during “Drug Take
Back” events – Fox6Now.com
October 2015 | In the News
It is a tedious, but important task. State agents are working to sift through thousands of
pounds of prescription pills collected during the statewide “Drug Take Back” event this past
Saturday, October 17th.http://fox6now.com/2015/10/19/doj-agents-sift-throughthousands-of-pounds-of-drugs-collected-during-drug-take-back-events/
Prevent Misuse and Protect the Environment: Prescription Take-Back Event – Hub
City Times
October 2015 | In the News
Have you been wondering what to do with those prescription drugs that have been piling up
in your medicine cabinets?http://www.hubcitytimes.com/news/local/prescription-take-backevents/

